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WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD FREIGHT AT MARYSVILLE 
with engine 84, 4-6-0, on the head end, April 
19, 1947 by Larry Harrison. Note overhead used 
by Sacramento Northern freights that use the WP 
tracks through Marysville. 








Vol. 12, No. 5 MARCH 1949 Number 114 














The Western Railroader 
For the Western Railfan 


P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIF. 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Edito» 





JACK GIBSON, JOHN P. CARRICK, Associate Editors 





Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Your editor's train sheet is cut by the press of news 
and wetd like to note the following late news in brief: 


WESTERN PACIFIC!s California Zephyr starts March 20th, 
but a couple of Zephyr cars made a much quicker trip to 
Chicago when the Southern Pacific borrowed a few for their 
City of San Francisco during the snow tie-up. The silver 
cars were an odd sight in the usual yellow consiste 

NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC's last 4-4-0, No. 23, was up for 
possible scrapping, but was saved for at least another year 
--in stationary boiler service. 

MUNICIPAL RAILWAY's Sutro Bath trolley terminal burned 
February 12 and was a total loss. 

KEY TRANSIT LINES has sold all but five of its street 
cars for scrap. Many bodies are near San Leandro for sale. 
MODESTO & EMPIRE TRACTION expected delivery of the 

diesel mentioned elsewhere in this issue the weekend of 
February 20th. Another steam engine will be scrapped as a 
result. - AR i 

SIERRA RAILROAD has laid another 7 miles with 

rail. The line is bucking snow this time*of nage 7 


VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE A historical sketch of the V&T will be 
issued by Grahame H. Hardy April lst 
written by Lucius Beebe and Charles Clegg. The book will 
be "profusely"illustrated and will contain two maps by Fred- 
eric Shaw. Write: Grahame H, Hardy, 2046 bast 14th Street, 
Oakland 6, Calif. 





NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC The long-delayed history and roster of 
the N.W.P. should be out in April though 
we said the same thing in 1948, I have seen page proofs, but 
the mill grinds slowly. 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC The publication of "Maps of the Southern 
Pacific" is at hand. Send $4.10 to Al 
Rose, P.O. Box 461, Modesto, California, for your copy. 





DENVER SOUTH PARK & PACIFIC A delux book on the D, S.P. & P. 
is being issued by the Rocky 

Mountain Kailroad Club for publication in the Fall of 1949. 

Written by M.C. Poor it should be a first rate publication. 

It will sell at $12.50 (ouch!). Write: S. L. Logue, 3227 

Bryant Street, Denver 11, Colorado, 





The Western Railroader © Page Two 








EARLY 


By Dar 


from 
South 
part : 
A por 
of th 


4, 19 
for t 
engin 
conso 


Stock 
engin 
the S 
"Andy 


the } 
engir 


was | 


fire 
the 1 
and | 


Carb: 
mile 


Tesl 
clay 
sewe 
was 


clay 


clea 
of ji 


Stoc 
as t 


the 
slo. 
a re 















fror 





The ' 








e 


a- 
ty, 


> of 
shough 
, but 





EARLY DAYS ON THE ALAMEDA & SAN JOAQUIN RAILWAY 
By Dan McKellips 


The Alameda & San Joaquin Railway was a coal road running 
from Stockton to a coal mine at Tesla some 36 miles to the 
South West. It was taken over by the Western Pacific and the 
part from Carbona to Stockton is part of the W.P. main line, 

A portion of the remaining 16 miles is now the Carbona branch 
of the Western Pacific, but trains no longer run to Tesla, 


I went to the Alameda and San Joaquin Railway on January 
4, 1904 and ran there until I took over the construction job 
for the Western Pacific in 1907. When I went there the only 
engines there were the Numbers 1 and 2, both diamond stack 
consolidations (2-8-0), 


Jim Smith, later an engineer at the state hospital in 
Stockton, was the only engineer at the time and was running 
engine No, l. His fireman McCurry was later a motorman on 
the Stockton street cars after he left the"Corral Hollow"or 
"Andy & Sam Johnson Railway" as the boys. called it. 


I ran the second engine, No. 2, and a little later when 
the No. 1 was burned in the roundhouse and the company blamed 
engineer Smith for it, I took his place on No. l. 


A man named Griffiths was General Manager and George Brown 
was the Superintendent. Both are now dead, 


The engines burned briquettes and we had to clean the 
fire half way up the hill to Tesla mine nearly every trip as 
the briquettes were made of o1l and coal (darned poor coal) 
and boy how it used to clinker} 


The road was 36 miles long; 20 miles from Stockton to 
Carbona where the Western Pacific built on to Oakland and 16 
miles from Carbona up to the Tesla. 


The coal for the briquettes, or most of it, was mined at 
Tesla, There was a clay mine there also with the finest fire 
clay anywhere around, About two miles below Tesla was the 
sewer pipe plant at what was called Walden, Just below that 
was the Carnegie’ Fire Brick Plant, and both places used the 
clay from Tesla mine, 


Just below Carnegie was a river bed pit of the finest and 
cleanest gravel found anywhere, and Stockton streets were made 
of it all the time I was on the road, 


We hauled the clay to the two plants, coal and gravel to 
Stockton and sometimes we would pick up a car of manganese 
as there was a small deposit a short distance from Carnegie, 


I have quite a collection of pictures of this road and 
the mines, One shows the Stockton bunkers from accross the 
slough showing engine number 1 and a string of cars going up 
& ramp to the top of the bunkers where they dumped the coal 
from the mines to be used for briquettes, 
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TESLA COAL BUNKERS at Stockton showing Alameda & San Joaquin 
engine Number One and a cut of cars going up the ramp. 
-- Dan McKellips Collection 















ALA! 
Ang. 
ROSTER OF THE ALAMEDA & SAN JOAQUIN RAILWAY 


wes’ 


No.-Type--Cyl.---Dvs.-B.P.-T.F.--Weight-Builder--Date-Disposal te 


1 2-8-0 18x24 57 150 17400 190500 Richmond 1896 W.P,. 121 and 


2 2-8-0 18x24 57 150 17400 190500 Richmond 1896 W.P. 122 “— 


WePe 121 scrapped in 1934 
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TESLA COAL MINE electric motor hauling coal cars at the mine. 
-- Dan McKellips Collection 
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ALAMEDA & SAN JOAQUIN RAILWAY engine Number One at Stockton 
in 1904 with Ray Smith, fireman, Dan McKellips, engineer and 
Angelo Sanguinnetti, brakeman, -- Dan McKellips Collection 


The road had a wye just north of the Santa Fe Railway 
west of their depot on Hazleton Avenue where the gravel was 
spotted for the city of Stockton, Also at Stockton was a 
three stall roundhouse and turntable, a large oil refinery 
and the briquette plant. 


I do not recall how many cars they had, but they had a lot 
of flats for gravel and gondolas for coal, clay and gravel, 


I have had lots of experiences with near run away trains 
on the hill on account of poor up keep of equipment and rotten 
ties letting the engine into the ditch. 


I was going into a spur one day going up and the rotten 
ties let the engine clear down on one side up to the axels. 
With no help available, I walked seven miles to Tracy to 
borrow the Southern Pacific's hydraulic jacks, came back , 
jacked engine up, got the section crew to put in new ties 
under the engine, did the work and went on up to the mines, 
Iwas on duty nearly 24 hours before the dust settled. That 
was railroading! 


Another time, I started out during the high water in the 
early spring of 1907 and west of the San Joaquin River bridge 
near Fitz found the bridge was washed out. I backed to Stock- 
ton, and took our train over the Southern Pacific to Tracy where 
we could join our own road again. I did not get home again 
for five weeks as I had to stay at the Hotel in Tesla and work 
the train between Tesla and the washout. 


I never heard of any engines before those two Richmond 
consolidations though there might have been one borrowed and 
used on construction trains until the two came in 1896, The 
road had one combination coach for passengers that doubled as 
the caboose. 
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DI“SEL LOCOMOTIVES ORDERED }°OR WESTERN SHORT LINES IN 1948 — 
relo 
APACHE RAILWAY 1 Fairbanks-Morse-\westinghouse 1000 hp switcher full 
--ordered in August--delivered in November, whic! 
HOLLY SUGAR CO. 1 General Llectric-Cummins 15Q hp switcher-- ion | 
ordered in February--delivered in May. 
MecCLOUD RIVLR RR 1 Baldwin-Westinghouse 1500 hp road switcher appl 
--ordered in December, 1947--delivered in October, and 
MONOLITH PORTLAND CEMENT 1 General Electric-Cummins 150 hp 
switcher--ordered in March--delivered in April, Janu 


SANTA MARIA VALLEY RR 1 General “lectric-Coover-Bessemer 600 hp repl 
road switcher--ordered in February--delivered in July. 

SANTA MARIA VALLEY RR 1 General Llectric-Cooper-Bessemer 600 hp saw 
road switcher--ordered in September--still on order 300s 

TRONA RAILROAD 2 Baldwin-Westinghouse 2000 hp transfer type-- repl 
ordered in February--still on order 

VENTURA COUNTY RR 1 General Electric-Cooper-Bessemer 600 hp 


road switcher--ordered in April--delivered in December, RATI 
MODESTO & EMPIRE TRACTION 1 General Llectric-Cooper-Bessemer 
600 hp road switcher--ordered in June--still on order. Aner 
UNION LUMBER CO. 2 Baldwin-lWiestinghouse 750 hp switchers~ cons 
ordered in October--still on order, 99, 
101 
from RAILWAY AGE via Jack Gibson obs¢ 
SHORT LINE SCRAPS Yosemite Valley 22 and 23, both 4-4-0's, "HOI 





were recently scrapped at Pittsburgh, 
California, and Dolbeer & Carson Lumber Co, 2, 2-6-2, was 
scrapped at South San Francisco, -- Richter & Gibson 


last 


Corc 
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NARROW GAUGE ENGINES NOW "LAWN PILCES" Two narrow gauge loco- 
; motives are now on 
display on the front lawn of the Last Frontier Hotel at Las 
Vegas, Nevada. They are the former Uintah Railway #12, 2-8-0, 
and an engine alleged to be Eureka & Palisade #1, O0-4-0T. A 
junk dealer named "Doby Doc" of Zlko trucked them to Las Vegas 
and the engines are said to be on a rental basis. Two coaches 
are supposed to be enroute, -~~- Darrell B. Brewer 


Old V. &T. Bonanza Line Asks to Quit 


The long expected petition for abandonment of the Virginia 
and Trukee Railroad was filed January llth. The management 
claims that the line has lost $440,000 since 1927 and is still 
losing money. The petition would seek abandonment of the entire 
line from Reno to Gardnerville, a distance of about 50 miles. 

From fan sources it is reported that the new engine number 
5, 2-8-0, purchased from the Nevada Copper Belt was responsible 
for the final decision since it is reported to have pounded the 
tracks to pieces. Other Sources indicate that junk and 
real estate interests have made tempting offers for the line. 





PACIFIC ELECTRIC PLANS TO ABANDON 8 RAIL LINES’ The Pacific 
Electric has 

given notice that it plans to seek abandonment of eight of 

its rail lines in a petition asking deferment of an order to 

relocate car stops until abandonment applications can be filed 

and heard, Lines that would be abandoned are as follows: 

Santa Ana, Newport Beach, Los Angeles-Baldwin Park, 
Pasadena Short Line, Pasadena Oak Knoll, Glendora, Sierra 
Madre, and Venice Short Line, 

The petition followed Utilities Commission hearings which 
ordered certain changes in PE operating polocy including the 
relocation of stops to the far side of street crossings. A 
full report of Commission findings appeared in "Interurbans" 
which set forth commission suggestions and PE's general reject- 
ion of anything that would involve spending money. 

Now pending before the Utilities Commission are PE's 
applications to make the Glendale-Burbank line one-man operation 
and to abandon service on the Santa Monica Air Line, 

PE abandoned service on the Long Beach-San Pedro line on 
January 2nd with ex-IER combos 498 (IMR 627) and 499 (IER 628) 
replacing the usual 1000-class cars, -- "The Circuit Breaker" 

The annual New Year's Day rush on PE's Northern District 
saw 600s, 1000s, 1100s and 1200s on the Pasadena lines and 
500s and 400s to Santa Anita, PCCs ran on Hollywood Blvd 
replacing 600s which were used to Pasadena. "Circuit Breaker" 





RAILROAD MEETING BRINGS IN OBSERVATIONS A meeting of the Director: 
: of the Association of 
American Kailroads brought a special train over the Western Pacific 
consisting of Great Northern observation A-26, Lackawanna observoat| 
99, Southern observations "Carolina" and "Virginia", WeP. observe 
101 and Denver & Rio Grande observation 100. New York Central 
observation 1 came in over the Southern Pacific for the meeting 21 
7 -- Don Gunn 
HOLDUP" MARKS LAST RUN_OF SANTA FE MOTOR A Hollywood style 
"Holdup" marked the 
last run of the Santa Fe branch line run between Fresno and 
Corcoran last January 16th. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC ROSTER CHANGES - D,. L. Joslyn 
new: 
5201 die 
ne esel road switcher 1500 hp Baldwin in service 12-16-48 
6011 : passenger "City of San Francisco" 100% ownership acq, 
6126 “s freight 6000 hp Electro Motive in service 12-30-48 
6127 " " " " " " " 
Leased Locomotives: 
Locomotives leased to SP de Mex. - Returned from Northwestern Pa, 
1759 2-6-0 at Nogales 12-30-48 3236 2-8-2 Schellville 12-28-49 
1784 2-6-0 12-1-48 Returned to S.D.& AE. 
2316 4-6-0 *2 12-1-48 SD&AE 106 2-8-0 Los Angeles 
2334 4-6-0 “ 12-3-48 12-31-48 
2340 4-6-0 ” 12-31l-< ; Returned to Union Pacific 
Locomotives leased to T&NO 3506 2-8-8-0 Albina 12-28-48 
3721 2-10-2 El Paso 12-20-48 3518 . “3 12-25-48 
3723 2-10-2 El Paso 12-20-48 3520 5 “4 12-26-48 
Returned to Northwestern Pacific 5002 2-10-2 Ogden 12- 9-48 
NWP 228 0-6-0 Fresno 10-8-48 5003 2 12-31-48 
Returned from Spreckles Sugar Co 5004 12-" 9-48 
1172 0-6-0 Manteca 12-14-48 5006 12-30-48 
Returned from Kaiser Co. Ince 5008 12-28-48 
1376 DE switcher Ferrum 10-22-48 5023 12-30-48 
Returned from SP de Mex 5511 12-27-48 
1775 2-6-0 Nogales 12-22-48 5512 12-28-48 
1798 2-6-0 , 12-20-48 5514 12-31-48 
2825 2-8-0 ad 12-3-48 §522 12-27-48 

811 above UP locomotives 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCRAPPINGS: From Ed Wrrer, Jr. 


Correction: item for November showing 2774 scrapped should 
have read 2274, 4-6-0, scrapped at Portland in November, 


December, 1948: 2460 4-6-2 at Portland, Yregon 
3108 4-6-2 at Portland, Oregon 
4015 4-8-8-2 at Portland, Oregon 
January, 1949: 1156 0-6-0 at Sacramento, California 
1161 0-6-0 at Sacramento, California 
2423 4-6-2 at Los Angeles, California 
2939 4-8-0 at Portland, Oregon 
3003 4-4-2 at Bayshore Shops, California 
4027 4-8-8-2 at Portland, Oregon 
NWP 228 0-6-0 at Sacramento, California 
February, 1949: 4024 4-8-8-2 at Sacramento, California 
' 4035 4-8-8-2 at Portland, bregon. 


RAILROAD NEWS FROM ALASKA Dispute has arisen as to the owner- 
ship of some 140 miles of rail left 

on the right of way of the Copper River & Northwestern when the 
line folded in 1938, The 196 mile line was built in 1911 from 
Cordova to Chitina and the Kennecott mine and is said to have 
hauled in excess of 200 million dollars worth of copper ore. 
The Kennecott Copper Corporation turned the right of way back 
to the Territory of Alaska in 1945, but a dispute has arisen 
as to title to the estimated 11,000 tons of scrap rails, 

Five trainmen were injured when a snowslide demolished 
a caboose and overturned the envine of a freight train of the 
White Pass & Yukon Railway January 4th. -- John A. Waring 
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